What It Takes To Shine 

Ex 34:29-35 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with  the two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face  shone because he had been talking with God. 30 Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face  shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with them. 32 Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he  commanded them all that the Lord had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. 33 And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a  veil over his face. 34 Whenever Moses  went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35 the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face was  shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with him. ESV

Matt 5:14-16 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so  that they may see your good works and  give glory to your Father who is in heaven. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

You may have seen in the news this past week that a thirteen-year-old boy is now a father in England.  He is quite proud of the fact and told reporters, “I think I’ll be a good father.”  When asked how he would provide financially for the child, he asked, “what’s ‘financially’ mean?”  His parents, obviously, don’t mind and the dad just shrugged and said that, “he was going to get around to discussing the birds and the bees with his son, but it apparently was too late.”  If truth and righteousness and good things equate to light and sin and filth and evil equates to darkness, then our world is a very dark place indeed!  

The scriptures say that the world was dark when Jesus Christ came the first time to Bethlehem.  Jesus said in the Gospel of John:

John 12:46 I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. ESV

And yet, when the light of the world came to this earth, John also gave this general summary of the matter:

John 3:19 And this is the judgment:  the light has come into the world, and  people loved the darkness rather than the light because  their deeds were evil. ESV  

The world was dark in Jesus’ day, but I cannot help but believe that it is even darker now.  A thirteen year old boy is a father and proud of it.  Our children can use terms of deity to curse in school but may not invoke the name of God in prayer.  Tens of thousands of babies are legally murdered by the government each year in abortion clinics and yet shoot a dog and you go to jail.  Stand against the sin of homosexuality and same-sex marriages and you are labeled an insensitive and ignorant bigot.  Preach that sex outside of marriage is still a sin that destroys people’s lives and spiritual sensitivity and you are viewed on as “behind the times.”  Get drunk and smoke dope and get a little crazy and you are viewed as normal, but dance in God’s presence at His house and you are weird.  “Preach anything you want to, preacher, except anything that would require me to change.”  The trend is to cancel all services except a one hour affair on Sunday morning and expect that less church and less time spent on God will help us become more Godly.  Everyday they sit down and watch hours of filth on the boob tube and yet if a sermon is more than thirty minutes, they’re checking their watch.  Our world is a dark place, and it’s getting darker by the moment.  Jesus used that term “waxing” which describes the moon as it grows imperceptibly larger and larger each night until the crescent becomes a full disk – our world’s love is waxing colder and colder.  Darkness is everywhere and the world is truly in the spiritual sense a very cold and dark place!      

But if that be true, then there has also never been a more fitting place and time for the people of God to shine than right now!  You don’t take a lamp and place it in a bright place – the lamp exists to light the night!  And as that lamp so are God’s people to be in this world.  When the world was dark in the days of the coming of the Son of Man, they were the most desperate for truth and light and the light of God’s glory could shine forth the most clearly through the flesh in which God had come to dwell.  That is still true, today, for if you have the Holy Spirit, then you have the very Spirit of God dwelling within you and the church collectively is the current body of Jesus Christ.  The Bible paints a dark and dreary portrait of the world to come, but it also declares that these last days should be our finest hours as a Christian!  It is an honor to serve Jesus Christ in such a time because there has never been a darker hour, therefore there has never been a time where an individual could make such an impact as this!  

When we see the gloom and the doom and pervading darkness it ought to create in us a great resolve to shine all the more brighter!  When we see a thirteen year old boy out there doing such foolish things, it ought to cause us to with so much more zeal, make the house of God priority for our own teenagers and to ensure that they are learning the perfect and pure Word of God which will guide them in life.  When we view how the world lives, it ought to make us realize the great worth of all that we have been given in the kingdom of God and remind us that such were some of us, but for the great mercy of God’s light shining into our lives.  And so we ought to resolve to shine all the more so that someone else would have the same chance!  This world doesn’t need Spirit-filled believers to give up and be despondent, but rather this world needs Spirit-filled believers to shine like never before!  This is our moment, this is our hour, this is our scene of victory and triumph, this is our battleground:  somebody make up in your mind to stand out brightly and in a positive way in this world – we need to shine for Jesus Christ!  This is His idea:


Matt 5:14-16 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so  that they may see your good works and  give glory to your Father who is in heaven. ESV

It’s time to be what Jesus Christ designed us to be and saved us for – in a world that is full of darkness, let there be light!  We need to shine for Him!    

______________________________________________________________________      

Such is truth and such is easy to amen in a sermon, but for us to be able to shine as Jesus has commanded, we must first learn how to shine.  And just saying or screaming or passionately pleading, “I want to shine” isn’t going to make it happen.  In fact, you will not shine as Jesus Christ wants you to, by accident.  So realize and accept the great need for us to shine and get to more practical matters like “what it takes to shine.”  For that matter, I want to learn what it takes to shine the brightest that I can!  Whatever it takes to shine, I want to do so!  

You want to shine?  You want to know what it takes to shine?  A good place to start is to:

Spend time in God’s presence

In our Old Testament text, we find that when Moses came down from Mt. Sinai after having received the law from God, that this face radiated with a glorious luminance.  The Bible says that:

Ex 34:30 Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face  shone, and they were afraid to come near him. ESV

The Bible also says that Moses did not know that his face shone at first.  Everybody is just staring at him and he was shining forth with the glory of God and he didn’t even realize that people could tell that he had recently been in the presence of God.  This wasn’t a one time thing either, because the Bible told us that Moses got a veil and put over his face so the people wouldn’t be freaked out so much and yet:

Ex 34:33-35 And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a  veil over his face. 34 Whenever Moses  went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35 the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face was  shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with him. ESV

Every time Moses went before the presence of the Lord, he would have to put that veil on afterwards, because the skin of his face would literally shine and beam forth with the glory of God.  Imagine that!  Moses is glowing and the people are wide eyed and in wonder of the matter!  

I love this story because it teaches us a very important fundamental truth:  we emanate with the afterglow of what we have most recently been closest to.  Think of football fans leaving a stadium immediately after a big and exciting finish where their team won.  Or think of fans leaving a stadium where their team just got killed – both emanate and radiate what they just experienced, do they not?  Think of being around someone who just read a good book or saw a movie that they liked, do they talk of anything else?  Now think of a person who just received the Holy Spirit for the first time and then think of a child who lives in a very negative and very demeaning and abusive environment, do not both emanate very clearly and outwardly what they have recently experienced?  Like Moses, we glow or reflect with what we have recently been closest to and by what we have been most recently moved with.  And, like a glow-in-the-dark sticker, placed beside a 10,000 candle-watt spot light, we cannot get into God’s presence and not have some afterglow – our flesh absorbs some of what we’ve been around. 

Do you want to truly shine for Jesus Christ as you were intended?  Then being in His presence every now and then won’t cut it, you need to regularly be in His presence and regularly be close to Him!  If you truly want to shine for Jesus Christ, coming to church every now and then is not enough.  Worshiping whole heartedly every now and then is not enough.  Thinking about God and getting into a place where His Spirit moves freely every now and then is not enough.  If we are to shine forth like this dark world so desperately needs, then we must climb the mountain of worship regularly and go into His presence!  There is nothing quite so arresting and beautiful as someone who has just come down from being in God’s presence and worshipping.  And there is nothing quite so disappointing as seeing someone who claims to be a Christian and yet barely has the faintest glow so that there is not all that much difference between them and the world who has not truth.  

Truly, being in His presence is not optional!  Truly, regular prayer is not optional.  It is said of Moses:

Ex 34:29b the skin of his face  shone because he had been talking with God. ESV
You will never be able to shine for God if you never talk to Him!  And you will only shine irregularly if you pray irregularly.  Pray little = shine little.  Pray much = turn on the sun, baby!  Why do we think that prayer is boring?  Do you think that church, when the Spirit of God is moving, is boring?  Then why don’t you pray like you have church?  Why don’t you make the aim of your prayer life to be the aim of coming to church:  to be and bask in His presence?  When we speak of prayer, we aren’t speaking of “hail Mary’s” or some ritualistic mutters from a prayer book.  We’re talking about climbing the mountain and entering His sanctuary and getting into His presence and responding accordingly.  Don’t make it harder than it is!  Do what it takes to shine!  

Furthermore, if you want to really shine as you need to, then you must:

Remove the veil 

When Moses would go out in public, he would place a veil over his face to sort of diminish the shine and make it not so alarming for people to see.  When you think of it, that’s pretty sad – he had been in the presence of God and had the real shine from the Most High and yet was making every effort to cover it up!  

Paul wrote referring to this event when he told the Corinth church:

2 Cor 3:12-13a Since we have such a hope,  we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face ESV

That is to say, “don’t copy Moses and that veil thing!”  It’s not time to try to hide the glory of God emanating from us, it’s time to reveal it fully!  That veil represents our flesh and our fleshly manner of doing things.  It represents sinfulness and carnality.  When you go from the presence of God and then live unrighteously, you are putting a damper on the Spirit of God’s work in you and through you.  Jesus said in our text, after telling us that we are to be the light of the world and to shine forth like a city on a hill:

Matt 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and  give glory to your Father who is in heaven. ESV

“Good works” is another phrase for “your lifestyle” or “your actions.”  Too many Christians get in the glory of God and begin to shine forth brightly and then go out and act in such a way as to hide and reduce that shine to other people.  When they hear you praising God in here and then cursing or speaking evil of someone out there, it puts a damper on the shine of God in your life.  When they hear you worship God in truth in here and then live like everybody else out there, it diminishes your ability to shine in their darkness!  To shine as we ought to, we must live righteously as God has declared!  We are a witness one way or another, but let us be a witness of undiminished light!  Let the light of truth shine forth in full splendor!  

Here’s how you can tell whether or not you are reducing the light or not:  if you are truly shining at full splendor with God radiance, it will make people a bit uncomfortable.  You will not help but stand out.  I’m not talking about making people uncomfortable by being a jerk or a holier-than-thou with a condescending attitude, but rather by letting the glory of God shine forth unveiled by flesh and unrighteousness.  If the full measure of God’s glory is shining forth in your life, people will notice and you won’t have to tell them or advertise the fact that you’ve been in the presence of God and that something is different about you.  How about it?  Have you been standing out?  Have people noticed something different about you in a good way?  Do people stare at you oddly as not seeming to fit in with what they see in others everyday?  That veil thing is for Moses, not us:  let’s shine fully and wonderfully for God!  Like Gideon’s clay jars that covered torches and had to be broken to reveal the light, so are we:  take off the veil of flesh and let the clay pots of our fleshy ways be broken and shattered and removed so that His glory can win the battles of our lives!  

Talking about what it takes to shine!  Let me give you some other “shine” tips.  If you want to shine fully for Jesus Christ:

Get a full revelation of who Jesus Christ is

2 Cor 4:6 For God, who said,  "Let light shine out of darkness,"  has shone in our hearts to give  the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. ESV

“The light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  In other words, if you know who Jesus Christ really is – that He is God Almighty in flesh and none other – then you cannot help but shine!  

People do not get inspired or excited or passionate in a glorious way over the doctrine of the Trinity.  I’ve spoken to people who have come out of denominationalism and I’ve always asked them, what did they teach about the Trinity, and most commonly I get, “they never really talked about it.  They just said that it was a mystery that you had to blindly accept and they never really preached whole sermons about it, but just mentioned it here and there.”  People do not run the aisles and clap their hands and get fired up about the Trinity.  Preachers do not break a sweat and get inspired to win the world over such doctrines because it is not awe inspiring nor is it particularly inspirational to teach that God is some sort of three-in-one triunity that the Bible never actually comes out and describes and that we cannot understand because there’s nothing like it, save in pagan religions.  It’s just not exciting, so they ignore it mostly.  

But start talking about how God is not divided but is all in all and that He loved us enough to overshadow Mary and to form for Himself a body within her womb and how that the prophets declared this precious Jesus to be the Mighty God, the everlasting Father and that all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily and get the revelation that God loved you enough to come Himself and die for your sins and really get it – and you realize quickly that you have found something over which to get excited!  There is no greater doctrine than the truth of who Jesus Christ is!  He is not one third of who God is as the philosophers and the Catholic dogma embraced by so many denominations have taught, but as Thomas declared, He is “my Lord and My God!”  Start preaching on that, and you have something worth getting excited about!  Get the revelation of who Jesus Christ truly is and even further, the revelation of His wonderful name and how it washes away our sins in baptism, and you’ve got something burning deep within you that wants to be let out!  If you want to truly shine and have something to shine with, get a true and Biblical revelation of Jesus Christ!    

Talking about what it takes to shine!  If you want to shine for Jesus, here’s something else you must do:

Smile

Yes, for those of you who don’t know what that is, to smile is when you turn up those underused muscles at the corners of your mouths and make your lips in a curve where the round part is toward your chin.  When people are happy, they usually smile.  

The scriptural and Hebrew phrase for “God smiling” is “the Lord make His face to shine.”  As in, “may the Lord make His face to shine upon us.”  That means that the Psalmist is praying, “God smile on us.”  Literally, when God smiles, He shines His face.  

Spirit-filled believers have everything in the world to smile about!  We ought to be the most happiest people on earth.  If you’ve got the Spirit of God, the Word of God, your eyes set on heaven, and the people of God as your family, why in the world do you frown all the time.  Notice I said “should be the most happiest people on earth” because often we are not.  And there are many reasons for this, which could be a sermon in itself.  And many of the reasons why Christians have a hard time smiling we’ve already covered:  they haven’t been in God’s presence lately and are spiritually empty and dry and dull.  Or they haven’t taken their cares and worries to God but instead are dumping them on everybody else.  Moses shone, because he had been talking to God.  And when it says that Moses’ face shone, I don’t think it shone with a big grimace or frown around his lip area, I think he was smiling!  We ought to smile more.  Let me read to you a scripture:

Phil 2:14-15 Do all things  without grumbling or  questioning, 15 that you may be blameless and innocent,  children of God  without blemish  in the midst of  a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine  as lights in the world, ESV

I think I need to read that again, and, yes, this is in the word of God!  Do you know why some of have trouble shining and smiling?  It’s because we are a bunch of grumblers and questioners.  “Why this, why that?”  “Why did this happen?”  “Nothing ever works out for me.”  And “grumble, grumble, grumble.”  “Complain, complain, complain.”  Did you know that your children are copycats of what they most often see and hear you do?  The reason some of your kids are whiny tails – oh, if I had any sense, I wouldn’t touch this with a ten-foot-pole – is because you are a whiny tail.  Some of us, all our children ever hear us say is to whine and complain and grumble.  When the Bible said to sip on the Holy Ghost wine, that was w-I-n-e, not w-h-I-n-e.  We are negative, negative, negative and complain, complain, complain and then we wonder why we cannot win anybody to God.  If you want to shine, you need hush up the complaining and learn to smile!  And you’ll never learn to smile until you hush up the complaining.  Why don’t you learn to focus on the good things that you have instead of what you don’t?  Why don’t you learn to focus on the seven fat cows instead of always allowing the skinny to eat up the good?  It’s just a matter of a mindset and habit and God’s children need to get into the habit of smiling!    

Do you remember the children of Israel in the wilderness?  They had the Spirit of God living in the Tabernacle among them, they were following the leading of the man of God, Moses, and they had the Word of God and they were heading to the Promised Land, being taken care of by God Almighty.  And the Bible says that they murmured and complained and whined and God got so sick of it that He was going to wipe them off of the face of the earth.  He one time sent vipers because of their grumbling.  When God is taking care of you, to grumble and gripe and whine and complain and murmur is sin.  Here’s why:  if you are following His principles, then you are as blessed as you He wants you right now and He is taking care of all your needs.  And to murmur about your life situation if you are living righteously and God is taking care of you is to in effect say, “God, you’re not doing a good enough job.”  If you are not following Godly principles, if you are not making foolish decisions with your money, say, or not living as God has decreed, then to murmur and complain is to blame God for what is really your fault.  Both are sin.  

I’ve been around some very Godly people and some very mature and wise Christians, and by “mature” I don’t mean “starchy” but rather, “balanced and wonderful examples of what God can do in a life.”  And very Godly people are always full of smiles and are always bent on refusing to complain.  When I called the lady who helped win my mother and father to God after her husband had just died to express my condolences, she was grieving and obviously very upset, but she told me, “I’m going to make it – God’s been too good to me to not move forward and go on.”  In the hospital, not having had food for three days and very much in a life threatening situation my father was talking to me about all the people who had come to pray for him and making jokes.  And they were also talking about the bright side – “at least this didn’t happen and he bleed to death in the night.  At least we weren’t out of town.”  “Thank God that they were able to cauterize it on the first time and the doctor said that he was amazed that it worked, that’s God.”  My brother’s neighbor is the floor manager for the ER unit of the local hospital and he’s treated them like kings and they were talking about that.  

Godly people find excuses to praise and give God glory and to look at the bright side of things, not complain!  There’s no more wondrous sign that God is working in a life than when, things are obviously going from bad to worse, and someone else expresses their sympathy, that you smile and say, “oh, God’s in control, and things will work out, you know that He’s been good to me.”  That’s not fake, that genuine joy!  And there’s no greater testimony than the child of God who, in the midst of a storm and trial, can smile and praise God and respond to people kindly.  If you want to shine for Jesus, there’s no better way than to simply smile!        

_______________________________________________________________________

It’s worth the effort to shine our fullest!  Anybody want to learn to shine for Jesus Christ?  Let me close with three quick final thoughts that will cause you to shine as you were designed:

Find your place and your purpose in God’s kingdom

Jesus spoke of taking a lamp and placing it on a stand and then of a city that had been placed upon a hill.  According to Jesus’ words, the best way to shine is to be in the right place and position in His kingdom.  

We’ve got to find out what specifically God wants us to accomplish in God’s kingdom.  We’ve got to find your place to shine, and your purpose as to why God brought you to this church, this city, and at this time.  Find your niche and find the perfect will of God for your life and plant yourself there!  There is no greater luminance than that of a child of God perfectly placed.  There is a perfect spot for you.  There is something that God wants you to do and finding it, fulfilling it, and working towards that goal will be where you will find yourself shining the brightest.  

The second final thought of what it takes to shine is to:

Learn to apply the Word of God to your life

The more Word of God you know, the better and brighter you will shine.  Wisdom is the ability to apply the Word of God to your everyday life.  We need more wisdom – not just more ability to memorize scriptures by rote, but more ability to apply the Word of God to the situations that we and others face each day.  Listen to what the Bible says:

Eccl 8:1 Who is like the wise? And who knows the interpretation of a thing?  A man's wisdom makes his face shine, and  the hardness of his face is changed. ESV

You want to shine brightly for God?  Know what to say when you encounter a specific situation and if you have the wisdom to be able to say, “the Bible says, that . . .” and then to give an answer that is practical and truth based, you will shine forth for Jesus Christ in a positive manner!  This is why preaching is so important because preaching is – or should be – the minister taking the written Word of God and teaching you how to apply it to your everyday life situations.  Preaching is the Word of God in action.  Absorb enough of it, and you will be able to respond accordingly outside of the church house and that means that you will be able to shine as God desires!  

And finally, to shine the brightest, it helps if we will:

Catch fire!  

It doesn’t take much intelligence or skill to burn something and, boy, does lighting something ablaze shine forth much light and attention!  If we would catch fire in the Holy Ghost, we could not help but shine!  The Bible says:

Eph 5:14b Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." ESV

It’s time to wake up and catch fire for God so that we can shine as God intended!  

I close with this:

Daniel saw many wonderful and great prophecies about the end times – even the days in which we now live.  The last words of the angel to Daniel at the end of those dramatic prophecies were this:

Dan 12:3 Those who are wise will shine as bright as the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness will shine like the stars forever. NLTse

Even in the darkest of times, spiritually, yet God will have a people who will stand out and reveal His glory!  It’s time to catch fire for Him and to allow His glory to fill us and to remove the veil of our flesh and smile:  this is our time to shine!  

